To: Ms Lark and the Grade 5-6 classes @Edenwold School near Regina Saskatchewan at 50' 38' North 104' 14 West.

From: Glenn Wakefield on board the sailing vessel Kim Chow @ 30' 38' South 166' 47' West.

Dear Ms Lark and students

These are great questions.  Hear are the answers from Glenn on KimChow @ 02:30 UTC on Wed. Nov.14/07. 

1. How do you sleep without the ship getting lost?

I have a machine that is run by the wind that steers the boat to whatever course I set. That way, while I sleep or while I am sending email I do not have to steer. I also have a computer that receives signals from satellites that tell me where I am anywhere on earth. It is called a Global Positioning System (GPS) so I can wake up at any time and push a button and it tells me what my latitude and longitude are. I plot that on my paper chart that tells me where I am and if I need to change course. I then go up on deck and reset the self-steering to a new course.

2. What happens when you run out of food if that happens?

If I run out of food I will have to pull in to a port and replenish my supply or I may be able to get some from another ship. I can also catch fish. I have already caught a tuna.

3. How fast do you go in a day?

So far the fastest I have traveled is 9 knots while the boat was surfing down the front of a 4 metre (12 foot) wave. That time Kim Chow was going 9 knots but only for a second. My average speed is about 4.5 – 5.0 knots. In one 24 hour period I travel about 160 nautical miles. So far, my average is about 100 nautical miles per day. 

4. What will happen when you get to the Southern Ocean?

The Southern Ocean lies from 40 degrees South to the Antarctic. In the Southern Ocean, the weather will be very stormy and cold. There are many storms there and the waves are very high.

5. Where do you get fresh water?

Kim Chow has water tanks that carry 80 gallons which is not enough for 10 – 12 months so I collect water from the sails when it rains. First I let the rain wash the salt water off the sail and then I have a funnel that hangs at the goose neck which is where the boom connects to the mast. From there a pipe goes into a 5 gallon plastic container. Sometimes it rains so hard that in 5 minutes I can fill 2 of those containers. I treat the water with a special chemical which makes it safe to drink, and then I pour it into the water tanks.  

6. Where do you get your food?

All the food I need for the next 10 – 12 months I bought and put on board Kim Chow before I left…except fresh fish! 

7. Can you stop your boat?

Yes, I could stop the boat whenever I want but on this trip I am trying to set a world record. Part of the regulations is that I do not stop anywhere until I get back to my home n Victoria, British Columbia. The record I am trying to set is for a solo, non-stop circumnavigation west about. 
8. Who is steering the boat while you sleep?

My “Monitor” self-steering vane is steering the boat all the time even when I sleep and while I am down below writing this email. 

9. How do you sleep?

Last night I slept very well. I went down below to my bunk and pulled the “lee cloth” up around me which stops me from falling out of my berth when the boat rocks from side to side. I use a sleeping bag over me as my blanket. I went to sleep at about 9:30 p.m. I woke up at about midnight and checked my course on the GPS and came up on the deck to check everything. All was fine so I went back to sleep and woke up this morning at 5:00 a.m.

10.Are you scared?

No, I am not scared but sometimes I worry about things like the weather and the sails. 

11.Where are you?

I am about 600 miles off the coast of New Zealand.

12.Are you going to do that again?

I haven’t finished this trip yet and if I am lucky enough to finish, no, I will not do this again but I still want to sail to other places in the world. 

13.When do you expect to be back?

I expect to be back in July, 2008.

14.Are you going to continue sailing?

Yes, I hope to go on a trip with my wife Marylouise and my two daughters Claire and Nicola. If you are interested in looking at another trip I did with my family, go to www.isealife.com click on Cruising Stories and scroll down to Sannu II.

15.How long have you been traveling?

Today is Day 54. 

16.Was it an expensive boat?


Yes, to me it was expensive.  
Thank you Glenn and we wish you the wind at your back the whole time.

Thank you for your interest and keep the questions coming.

PS  Just as I finished writing this message I went up on the deck of the boat and a Royal Albatross flew close to the stern of my boat. They are magnificent birds with a wing span of about 12 feet. How exciting! 

Now… I have some questions for you. 

1. What is the temperature there today? 

2. Has it snowed yet? 

3. Is there anyone in your class who has never seen the ocean? 

4. What date do you think I will finish? What time?

5. Where do you think I will be at Christmas?

6. How many students in your class have been sailing?

Thanks everyone. I look forward to getting your answers. You can send your answers to my wife Marylouise at mlwakefield@shaw.ca.  and she will forward them on to me.

Cheers from Glenn on Kim Chow. Over and Out.
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